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Next Steps Managing the 
Wallagoot Lake 

Entrance
An entrance management policy for 

long term sustainability

In Brief

1) Wallagoot Lake entrance will be opened 
by BVSC when the lake water level 
reaches 1.4 m AHD. *

2) Wallagoot Lake entrance may be opened 
by BVSC when the lake water level is 
between 1.2 and 1.4 m AHD and there 
is significant rainfall predicted for the 
catchment (100 mm or more), to reduce 
inundation of Wallagoot Lake Road 
which provides access to several private 
properties and National Park recreational 
areas.

3) Relevant authorities will be notified before 
opening the entrance, and if required, 
assistance from NPWS will be provided to 
minimise impacts to nesting shorebirds at 
the site.

4) A pilot channel will be excavated to 
initiate entrance breakout.

5. The trigger level for entrance opening will 
be increased progressively in the future 
to allow the lake to follow a more natural 
opening regime and to incorporate sea 
level rise.

* AHD = Australian Height Datum. Zero AHD is 
approx. mean sea level.
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Now
Open lake entrance when required, 
as per the Entrance Management 
Policy

Next 5 yrs
Opportunistic improvements to 
reduce impacts on low lying assets

5-20 yrs
Progressive raising / relocation of 
low lying assets to above 2.5 m AHD
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Why Manage the 
Entrance?

Wallagoot Lake is one of the most significant 
ICOLLs in the Bega Valley Shire, both in 
terms of size and importance. The lake is 
surrounded by Bournda National Park, and 
it has very high cultural, recreational and 
environmental value. Like most Intermittently 
Closed and Open Lakes or Lagoons (ICOLLs), 
Wallagoot Lake’s ecology and habitats 
have adapted to its unique behaviour of 
typically being closed to the ocean, and only 
occasional periods with an open entrance. 
Wallagoot Lake sustains longer periods with 
the entrance closed to the ocean than most 
other ICOLLs on the NSW coast.  

Wallagoot Lake Road on the northern 
foreshore of the lake provides access to a 
range of recreational areas including the 
Wallagoot Sailing Club and several walking 
tracks within Bournda National Park. The 
road also provides access to a number of 
private properties. Access along Wallagoot 
Lake Road is infrequently inundated when 
lake water levels exceed 1.2 m AHD, and 
without artificial opening of the entrance, 
the lake would not open until the water level 
exceeded 1.9 m AHD. 

In accordance with the Wallagoot Lake 
Entrance Management Policy, Council may 
artificially open the entrance of the lake 
when foreshore flooding becomes excessive, 
and there is a safety risk for people to access 
their properties on Wallagoot Lake Road. 
In the longer term it is best for the lake and 
surrounding environment if the entrance is 
left to open and close naturally. The Entrance 
Management Policy and contributing 
studies acknowledges this, and provide the 
initial steps in planning to adapt Wallagoot 
Lake Road, so that in time artificial entrance 
openings will no longer be required and the 
lake entrance left to open and close more 
naturally. 

1 Water level below 1.2 m AHD

No action

2 Water level between 1.2 m and 1.4 m AHD – 
Council may consider opening*

Threatened shorebirds: Is it between August and 
April inclusive?

No Yes

Consult with OEH/NPWS. Are 
shorebirds present?

Seek assistance from 
NPWS/Shorebird 
Coordinator

Excavate pilot channel as per policy

No Yes

3 Water level 1.4 m AHD and above

Threatened shorebirds: Is it between August and 
April inclusive?

No Yes

Consult with OEH/NPWS. Are 
shorebirds present?

Seek assistance from 
NPWS/Shorebird 
Coordinator

Open entrance bar as per policy

No Yes

Entrance Management Process

* The decision for opening at lower heights is at 
the discretion of council officers


